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Think About… 

“To move from one school to another is to change 

not just institutions but communities, each having its 

own assumptions about how students learn, how 

knowledge is organised, what form teaching should 

take and so forth.” 
 

 

Hargreaves, A., Earl, L. and Ryan,J. (1996) Schooling for 

Change: Reinventing Education for Early Adolescents UK: 

Falmer Press. 



Student Comments 

Its not really a great feeling leaving 
primary school, I tried to be happy 
but I feel empty, I thought about 
all the lovely things we have done 
in primary, I wiped a tear away as 
it slowly ran down my face. 

 
I know I’ll actually enjoy 
it because it has my 
favourite after school 
things - dancing singing 
and lots of sports. 
 

It seems more 
grown up, we’re 
more important. 

I’ve been having 
sleepless nights, 
tomorrow is my 
big day. 

A horrible thought crossed my 
mind, this is my last day in 
primary school, the place where 
I have been since I was four 

I’m ready, I cant wait 
for everything new. 





Who experienced greater transition 

difficulties? 

Girls 
Girls moving into 

a second-level 
single-sex school 

Children of 
working-class 

and economically 
inactive 

households 

Children of less 
educated mothers 

Children of one-
parent families 

Immigrants 

Children with SEN 
Children who had 
peer difficulties in 

primary 



What effects long-term engagement 

with second-level? 



Policy and practice of 
individual primary 

school and secondary 
school  

Primary school  - “an 
enduring impact on 

young people’s 
outcomes.”  

Development of key 
skills in verbal 
reasoning and 

numeracy (crucial to 
engagement with the 

second-level 
curriculum) 

Reading and Maths 
achievement at age 9 

Active learning, less 
teacher-dominated 

pedagogy 

Critical importance of 
day-to-day interaction 

with teachers  

Positive interaction and 
mutual respect between 
teachers and students 

Reframing school 
discipline policy away 

from negative sanction 
towards positive 

reinforcement 



Children with SEN 

 Significant decline in academic self-image for all 

children 9-13, but an even wider gap for children 

with SEN 

 Children with SEN much more likely than others to 

have no or only one friend, were less likely to trust 

their friends and more likely to feel alienated from 

these friends. 



“While policy has moved towards the mainstreaming 

of students with SEN, significant differences remain 

between young people with SEN and their peers in 

terms of the transition to second-level education, 

attitudes to school, academic self-image and 

engagement with school subjects. The findings 

reinforce the case for providing a curriculum and 

teaching methods that are engaging for students of 

all needs and abilities.” 



 

 

 
 

 

      Special Educational Needs: Who?  



3 Step Process to Support Students 

with SEN 

Step 1: How can we identify needs? 

Step 2: How can we meet needs? 

Step 3: How can we monitor and record outcomes 

for students with special educational needs?  

 

 



 

Identifying Students for support 

 Standardised tests.  

 Students who were previously in receipt of 

supplementary teaching from a resource or learning 

support teacher and who continue to experience 

significant learning difficulties. 

 Students who are identified as having significant 

needs through a process of ongoing assessment 

and intervention as set out in the Continuum of 

Support Process (DES, 2010).  

 Students with mild or transient educational needs 

and students who have specific learning disabilities.   

 



 

Identifying Students for support 

 Students with significant Special Educational 

Needs. 

 Students who may present with a range of 

learning whose interaction may present a significant 

barrier to the students’ learning and ability to access 

the curriculum.   

 Students who have additional literacy or language 

learning needs including those students who need 

additional English Additional language Support.  



 Assessment 

Purposes of Assessment 

 

Methods of Assessment 

 

Means of identifying students with significant learning 
needs 

 

Means of identifying if students are fulfilling their potential. 

 

Recording and communicating test results 

 

Receiving and storing information 

 

 



Activity - Case Study 

 

 

 

 

Read the case study and comment on 

strategies/resources that could assist the pupil in 

their transition from primary to post-primary school 

Discuss 



Case Study 

 Your Principal knows you have done this course 

so she approaches you about a child who is 

starting this September. She has cerebral palsy 

and cannot communicate orally. The Principal 

needs guidance on how to support the child’s 

transition as the school, the teachers and the SEN 

team (including SNAs) are concerned about their 

ability to meet her needs during this phase. 

 

 What more do you need to know? 

 What advice would you give?  



My School Day  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew 



Differences and Challenges 

Curriculum 
School 

Organisation 

Roles Assessment 



Curriculum 

Differences and Challenges 



Curriculum 

Differences and Challenges 
 

 



Differences and Challenges  
School Organisation 
 

Building  
Travel, Space, 

Movement 
Lockers  

Intercom  

Time-tables 
Double Classes 

Longer day 

Assembly 

Lunch activities/ 
independence  

Class layout Specialist Rooms 

Number of 
Teachers / 
Number of 
Subjects 



 

Differences and Challenges 

Roles 

 

 Class & 
School 
Rules 

Books  Choice 
Subject 
Teachers 

Pastoral 
Care  

Class Tutor  Year Head  
Guidance 
Counsellor 

SEN 
Teachers 

Chaplain 
Special 
Needs 

Assistants  
Buddies 

Prefects Autonomy 



Complexities of Movement 

Primary  

Special 
School 

Special 
Class 

Mainstream 

Post-Primary 



NCSE Research Report No. 12 

(2013) 



NCSE Research Report No. 12 

(2013) 

‘The children’s data highlighted perceptions of 

discontinuity, particularly between primary and post-

primary teachers. The strong sense of security 

provided by the former undoubtedly served many 

positive functions for pupils, but perhaps 

paradoxically facilitated pre-transition worries about 

new teachers and new rules’ (p. 64) 



Issues Raised by NCSE Research 

 Security 

 Support 

 “Making trouble” 

 Stigmatisation 

 Student perspective of their own SEN 

 Differences between mainstream and special 

school transitions 

 Parents “losing ground” 

 Social over academic competence 

 Communication as conferred power and trust 

 Importance of the “significant other” 



 

Role of the Parents/Carers 

BE INFORMED AND INFORM 

 

 

“My Child’s Profile” –Parents’ 

Passport Materials - NCCA 



What about the Pupil? 

Listen to their views 
 

 

‘‘I think the children 
should be involved 
because like, it’s 
where they’re going 
to go and it’s not 
what everybody picks 
for them.” 

 
15 year old with SEN (Kelly, p.46, 

2005) 

 

 



 

Where do we go from here? 



The Five Bridges of Transition 

The 
Administrative 

Bridge 

The Social and 
Emotional 

Bridge 

The Curriculum 
Bridge 

The Pedagogic 
Bridge 

The 
Management 
of Learning 

Bridge 

Go to www.menti.com and use the code 942761 



Creating Inclusive 
Environments 

Social Factors 

Relationships 

Teaching & Learning 

Methods & Materials 
Procedures 

Classroom Activity Physical Conditions 

Leadership 
Management 

Classroom 
Activity 

Rules Rewards 

Consequences 

School  

Culture & Ethos 



Model of Organisation 



Bridging the Gap – What can 

Primary schools do? 

• Transition Co-ordinator 

• Foster Links with Post-Primary Schools  

• SEN teachers could familiarise themselves with 

post-primary provision and assessment 

• Attend Parent Evenings/Open Nights.  

• Early contact with the Post-Primary School 

• Encourage Parents to contact the Post-Primary 

School 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bridging the Gap – What can  

Primary schools do? 

• Integrate transition planning with SPHE and 

teach key words for specific subjects. 

• Give different due dates for certain pieces of 

homework.  

• Read timetables (get samples from local Post-

primary schools). 

• Model and practice recording homework in a 

journal throughout the day, subject by subject, as 

opposed to taking it all down towards the end of 

the school  day.  

 



The Education Passport is part of the National 

Literacy and Numeracy Strategy to ensure continuity 

and progression for students and also alert 

secondary schools if any student will need additional 

support in Literacy and/or Numeracy. 

 

All students who are transitioning from primary to 

post-primary schools will have Education 

Passport materials 

 



Education Passport 

6th Class Report Card (standard version) 

My Profile sheet for children 

My Child’s Profile sheet for parent(s)/guardian(s) 

A Special Educational Needs Summary form will be 

added to support the sharing of information for those 

children who have identified learning needs.  

 

( www.ncca.ie/transfer ) 

 

 

http://www.ncca.ie/transfer


What can Post-Primary schools do 

before entry? 

Initiate information transfer - written request for the 

report cards to the relevant primary schools using 

the information request form.  

 



What can Post-Primary schools do 

before entry? 

Transition Coordinator 

Plan a beginning ceremony 

Create a positive school climate 

Open days/evenings 

Invite primary school staff from the feeder schools 

 



What can Post-Primary schools do 

before entry? 

Taster Days 

Liaise with the feeder schools.  

Build relationships with and give advice to parents 

Information packs 

Buddy System 

Mentoring System 

 

 

 



What can Post-Primary schools do ? 

Time-table adjustments for students with SEN 

Extra Textbooks 

Review provisions on a regular basis.  

Use differentiated teaching which is effective for all 

pupils, regardless of ability.  

Consider mixed ability grouping 

SPHE Activities 

School Map 

 



Looking at our school 

  

 

1. What is happening? 

2. Audit 

3. Plan 

 

 

    ‘‘Without such programs, for many students, systematic 

transitions are the beginning of the end, rather than a new 

beginning’’ 

 Anderson et al. p.337 

 

 

 

 

 



Planning Toolkit 



Planning  for  Transition 
Template for schools which may be utilised to structure transition tasks, 

correspondences etc. 

 Pre-Contact Induction 
Activities 

Extra 
Materials 

Curriculum Pupil 
Support 

Task(s) 

Who/ 
When 

Materials 
and 
Resources 

Evaluation 



Strategies 

Go to www.menti.com and use the code 76 63 35 
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Reports, Guidelines and Legislation 

 National Council for Curriculum and 
Assessment (NCCA) – Reporting and 
Transfer (2015) 

 

 DES Circular 0045/2014 Revised School 
Report/Transfer Card Template 

  

 DES Circular 0070/2014-Post primary 
Provision of Resource and Learning Support 
Teaching 

 

 DES Circular 0030/2014- SNA Support 

 

 National Council for Special Education 
(NCSE) Documents  

 

 
 



Reports, Guidelines and Legislation 

 Primary School Curriculum 

 

 Department of Education and Science Guidelines 
regarding Transfer to Post-Primary 

 

 Guidelines for Teachers of Students with General 
Learning Disabilities 

 

 Education for Persons with Special Educational 
Needs Act (EPSEN 2003)   

 



Publications 



Publications 
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Book-Borrowing Online Facility 

http://www.sess.ie/resources/sess-line-library   
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